
SEPTEMBER 26, 2022 

ONTARIO TOWN BOARD MEETING  

 

 

A meeting of the Ontario Town Board was called to order by Supervisor Frank Robusto at 6:15p.m and he led 

the Pledge of Allegiance. Supervisor Robusto, council members Deb Hibbard, Joe Catalano and Deputy 

Supervisor Bob Kelsch were present.  

 A motion was made by Mrs. Hibbard, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to enter Executive Session for a personnel 

matter. 3 Ayes 0 Nays 2 Absent (D’Angelo & Strickland) MOTION CARRIED 

A motion was made by Mrs. Hibbard, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to adjourn at 6:55 p.m. 3 Ayes 0 Nays 2 

Absent (D’Angelo & Strickland) MOTION CARRIED 

 

The meeting of the Ontario Town Board was reconvened 7:00 p.m. by Supervisor Frank Robusto. Present were 

Supervisor Robusto, Council members: Joseph Catalano, Tim Strickland (entered at 7:05 p.m.), Deb Hibbard, 

Director of Recreation & Parks William Riddell, Code Enforcement Officer Brian Smith, Assessor Melissa 

Halstead, Town Engineer/Water Superintendent Adam Cummings (Zoom), Attorney Anthony Villani, Deputy 

Supervisor Robert Kelsch and Deputy Town Clerk Shelley LaRocca. 

 

Councilman Mark D’Angelo was absent. 
 
7 residents and visitors were present at portions of the meeting in person and via Zoom 

 

Mr. Robusto led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
Revisions to the Agenda - A motion was made by Mr. Robusto, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to approve the 

agenda with two additions. Mr. Catalano added a sidewalk discussion under “workshop” and Mr. 

Robusto added Girl Scouts under “new business.” 3 Ayes 0 Nays 2 Absent (D’Angelo and Strickland) 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Public Comments –Ms. Donnelly asked if the budget will be seen prior to the public hearing for raising the 2% 

tax cap on October 11, 2022. 

Mr. Switzer questioned the amount of the tax burden being placed on residents (without the senior exemption) 

with the raising of the property tax exemption for seniors. 

 

New Business – A motion was made by Mr. Catalano, seconded by Mrs. Hibbard, to accept the Supervisor’s 

report for August 2022. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent (D’Angelo) MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Catalano, seconded by Mr. Strickland, to set the Public Hearing for proposed 

Local Law No.3 of 2022: 
   

WHEREAS, Proposed Local Law No. 3 of 2022 would override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal 

Law §3-c; and 

WHEREAS, due consideration has been given to the adoption of Proposed Local Law No. 3 of 2022, by all 

members of the Town Board who were present; and 

WHEREAS, it was the considered opinion of all members of the Town Board who were present that a public 

hearing should be held on the 11th day of October 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Ontario Meeting Room, 1850 Ridge Road. to 

consider the adoption of Proposed Local Law No. 3 of 2022; 

NOW, on motion duly made and seconded, it was 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing be held on the 11th day of October 2022, at 7:00 P.M., in the 

Meeting Room, 1850 Ridge Road. Ontario, New York, on the question of the enactment of Proposed Local Law 

No, 3 of 2022; and be it further 
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RESOLVED, that a Notice of Hearing on Proposed Local Law No. 3 of 2022 shall be published in the Times of 

Wayne County not less than five (5) days prior to that hearing; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall post that Notice on the bulletin board maintained by the Town Clerk 

pursuant to Town Law §30(6), and on the Town of Ontario web site, for a period of not less than five (5) days prior to that 

public hearing. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent (D’Angelo) RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

New Business – A motion was made by Mrs. Hibbard, seconded by Mr. Strickland, to increase the income 

limit of $37,399.00 to the maximum allowable of $50,000.00 for Partial Tax Exemption for Real Property 

for Senior Citizens (65 and older). 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent (D’Angelo) MOTION CARRIED 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Robusto, seconded by Mrs. Hibbard, to recognize Courtney Buss, Gabriella 

Mosier, and Leah Gonzales all members of the NYPENN Pathway, Ontario N.Y Troop 40337 for 

assisting a local theater company with organizing theater preps and performance materials, thus creating 

a well-organized operation for both performers and theater goers.  It is further recognized that 

Courtney, Gabriella, and Leah attained the highest honor for a girl scout cadette by receiving the Silver 

Award for their contribution. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent (D’Angelo) MOTION CARRIED 

 

Comments from the Public – Mr. Switzer mentioned the recipients of the awards at the annual Chamber of 

Commerce dinner on September 22, 2022. Mr. Switzer would like to see money put into gutters, drains and 

watershed and would like to see the budget worksheets on the website because they are public documents. 

Ms. Donnelly questioned the various dates listed on the fee schedule documents and asked where the fees are 

for Parks & Recreation.  

 

Board reports – Mrs. Hibbard is happy to report the shared clerk position between the Town Clerk and the 

Assessor is working out very well.  Mrs. Hibbard wanted to thank the Department Heads Mel Halstead, Deb 

DeMinck and Shelley LaRocca for the arrangement and the cooperative efforts.  Mrs. Hibbard has noticed a 

huge improvement in the atmosphere and stress level at Town Hall. Mrs. Hibbard read the following statement: 

“When I decided to run for this position, I made it clear my decisions and reasons for them would not be 

political.  I make decisions based on what I feel is the right things to do, not what others think or say and not 

how it will make me look.  I’d like to share what has been going through my mind since last weeks meeting.  

We heard from a mother who was extremely upset about her child being left behind on a field trip.  Let me be 

clear that her parents have every right to be upset that this happened.  A mistake was made.  A big one.  I 

personally feel awful for the child, the parents, but the employee and the Department Head as well.  This hasn’t 

been easy for anyone.  When we as a board were informed, there were four of us here and it was unanimous that 

we allow the Department Head to choose and implement the consequences and to change the protocols 

immediately.  It is easy to play Monday morning quarterback and say to ourselves we should have done this, we 

should have said this, he should have done this, why didn’t he do more.  But that’s not fair.  We each may have 

had an opinion as to what the discipline should be, but none of us voiced those opinions.  And that’s on each of 

us as individuals and the board.  The Dept head handled it the way he thought was best, and that’s what we 

directed him to do.  Playing could have, should have, would have won’t help anyone.  For me, I take this as a 

learning experience, and I hope my fellow board members do as well.  At the end of the day, the buck stops 

with us and I refuse to throw a Dept. head or the employee under the bus to make myself look or feel better.  

We as a board should own it if we made a mistake in not giving more specific directions and expectations to the 

Dept. head.  In closing, I think everyone in this room can learn from this, and that is the one positive outcome 

that can come from this situation.” 
 
Mr. Strickland thanked Mrs. Hibbard for her comments. 
 
Mr. Robusto said the next meeting will be on Monday October 3, 2022, and the following weeks meeting will 

be Tuesday October 11, 2022, because of Columbus Day.  Mr. Robusto said Mr. Kelsch is the Deputy Town 

Supervisor and devotes nights and weekends to this job and it saves the town over 20k a year. 
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Approval of Claims – A motion was made by Mrs. Hibbard, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to approve the 

abstract of claims for September 26, 2022, with a grand total of $1,080,547.75 and to authorize the 

Supervisor to issue payments for same.   4 Ayes   0 Nays 1 Absent (D’Angelo)MOTION CARRIED 

 

Workshop Items – Code Enforcement Officer Brian Smith requested the fee schedule be changed to reflect the 

new escrow fees for Planning and Zoning which is part of Local Law No.2 of 2022. 

 

Councilman Joe Catalano gave an update on the work he has been doing with the sidewalk committee. Mr. 

Catalano and the Supervisor feel this should be a town wide expense and they will have to get bids for clearing 

the sidewalks this winter. Further discussions will be had on repair and the possible creation of new sidewalks. 

 

Executive Session – A motion was made by Mr. Robusto, seconded by Mr. Strickland, to move into an 

executive session at 8:10 p.m. on pending litigation. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent (D’Angelo) MOTION 

CARRIED 

 

Reconvene – 8:53 p.m. 

 

Adjourn – A motion was made by Mrs. Hibbard, seconded by Mr. Strickland, to adjourn at 8:54 p.m. 

4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent (D’Angelo) MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

                                                                     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

         Shelley LaRocca 

                                                                     Ontario Deputy Town Clerk 

 

 The above minutes will become official upon approval of the town board. 


